More Kids in the Woods Junior Scientist Project Starts on Van Duzen River
September 4, 2013
Friends of the Van Duzen in collaboration with Six Rivers National Forest, Eel River Recovery Project, Trees Foundation, Humboldt Redwoods Company, and local schools received a competitive Kids in the Woods federal grant for $50,000 awarded by U.S.D.A. Forest Service. Grant proceeds will fund personnel, water monitoring and classroom supplies, and science curriculum materials. In addition, the Kids in the Woods will get students out of the classroom and into the field and the community is providing volunteer services equivalent to 100% of the award for a total community benefit of close to $100,000. The Van Duzen Watershed is a unique setting and provides a special opportunity for learning!
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More Kids in the Woods team of professionals that will help all the Van Duzen River schools.
 The main goal of our project is to stimulate scientific inquiry in our young people in order to develop the next generation of watershed stewards and is also known as the Junior Watershed Science Training Program.  Our emphasis will be on engaging students in the scientific process of observation and analysis while conducting real life studies of water quality and aquatic species. Students will work with a team of resource scientists to design and implement watershed studies.  Schools will participate in World Monitoring Days so that they can share results with students from around the globe. Data will be mapped and analyzed as part of the science curriculum. 

Our target audience is the community of 511 students living in the Van Duzen Watershed and attending Fortuna Union High School, Hydesville Elementary, Cuddeback Elementary, Bridgeville Elementary, Casterlin Elementary (Eel River Watershed), and Southern Trinity Elementary and High School. Students will become aware of the bigger issues facing the watershed (high temperature, low stream flow, algae buildup, ph, sediment) and how these factors affect salmon survival.  Kids in the Woods will also teach about the need for students and their families to conserve water and prevent water pollution. 

These projects will connect students with forest resources, and encourage classroom teachers to use ecology principles as tools to master content science standards. Each classroom will develop a bulletin board space to promote the project, and provide a teacher/parent liaison to coordinate a schedule of activities. Preparatory lessons will be conducted in the classroom prior to engaging in field study. Posters and curriculum material will be introduced to classrooms to learn environmental science. Pictures of students working in the field will be put into collages and made into full posters compliments of the Trees Foundation. 

Humboldt Redwoods Company is an important collaborator. Guided tours of their Scotia Aquarium will be provided for local schools.  Salmon identification cards will be printed for all students in the project. This past summer with Kids in the Woods staff, Humboldt Redwoods conducted four aquatic trend monitoring surveys at Root Creek, Hely Creek, Cummings Creek, and Grizzly Creek. These are done every three years to determine if salmonid habitat is improving or degrading over time.  Kids in the Woods staff included high school students from the Fortuna Creeks Project and Academy of the Redwoods. Special thanks to Nicholas Simpson and Julie Donnell, HRC hydrologists. 
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Humboldt Redwood Company technician Julie Donnell (HRC) Nick Simpson HRC Hydrologist, Katherine Sanguinetti of Fortuna Creeks Project, Jamie Goble Academy of the Redwoods and Sal Steinberg who leads the More Kids in the Woods Project., 

Ecology and the Arts is another important aspect to our Kids in the Woods Project. Students will engage in video design, river poetry in schools and in the field, musical compositions, and watershed drawings and sculptures. Work by students will appear in a book, The Van Duzen Voice in time for our community meetings at the Grange in Carlotta this coming winter. 

The More Kids in the Woods and Junior Watershed Science Training Program is a collaborative, interactive, evolving process designed to have a positive impact on students living in the Van Duzen Watershed. By working with resource professionals, students will be encouraged to pursue future careers in natural resources, which will help to develop the next generation of scientists that can help manage the Van Duzen watershed in the future.  For more information see www.eelriverrecovery.org/schhols.html or to volunteer, call 223-7200.  
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           Young Scientists from Cuddeback Elementary

