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KEY POINTS:


#1 There is an accelerated rate of harvest in the Van Duzen over the last six years that is astronomical.

Since the Headwaters Agreement in 1998, over 10,000 timber harvest acres submitted by Pacific Lumber Company (PALCO) have been approved by the California Dept.of Forestry. The original Sustained Yield Plan projections for the decade were reached in three years and have been more than doubled in just 6 years. (See attached graph from Water Quality Control Board data)

#2 PALCO’s holdings in the Watershed Analysis Unit of the Van Duzen includes 7 Planning Sheds covering 24,500 acres. PALCO owns 53% of the WAU covering 71 square miles.

#3 In 2004, Pacific Lumber Company (Palco) submitted 30 plans in the Van Duzen River Basin covering 5000 acres. Almost all have now been approved by CDF. These plans cover a narrower range from Grizzly Creek to the PALCO Carlotta Mill at Yager Creek covering 21,476 acres.

#4 The Van Duzen has been listed as 303(D) sediment impaired. In the EPA commissioned study by Professional Watershed Associates it was determined that 36% of the sediment in the lower Van Duzen was management related. 1 out of every 3 particles of sediment are management related.

#5 The soil in the Coastal Range is the most erosive of its size anywhere in the United States.

#6 The Van Duzen is a federally and state designated Wild and Scenic River. This status protects the 

 mainstem but fails to protect the tributaries.

#7 The California Dept.of Forestry is failing to take into account cumulative impacts and maximum sustained production. Recent approval of a MiniOptionA plan violated CEQA. 

#8 The Water Quality Control Board are in the process of developing watershed wide waste discharge requirements for PALCO in Elk and Freshwater. Hopefully, the Van Duzen will be next.

#9 From 2001-2003 WQ filed 14 non-concurrences on plans in the Van Duzen. In 2004, WQ filed no non-concurrences on the Van Duzen

# 10 There are no limits and insufficient protection for the Van Duzen River Basin.

#11 That record has established that you cannot even hope to protect or recover impaired streams unless you address the rate of harvest in those watersheds.  Dr. Leslie Reid of the Redwood Sciences Lab, ISRP I, ISRP II, and Water Quality Control Board Region 1 staff have all pointed out connection between area of disturbance, and level of impact.  These findings are consistent with reports by Reeves et al (1992), Knopp (1993), Ligon et al (1999), Dunne et al (2001), Higgins (2002), Randy Klein, and Dr. Bill Trush.  Dr. Gordon Reeves suggested that the threshold of significance is 25% of a basin over thirty years.  

12. Disturbances in the watershed are having substantial adverse effects to biological life in the Van Duzen. The Coho is near extinction, summer steelhead runs are below 100, and the Chinook is struggling for survival. Amphibians have disappeared in huge numbers, and the ecological balance is in danger due to fine sediment choking the streambeds. 

            Summary

 Unless aggressive protection measures are taken to establish limits on harvesting which adversely affects the watersheds, until California Dept. of Forestry recognizes the importance of rate of harvest and cumulative impacts, until Water Quality begins to non concur on Van Duzen timber harvest plans, until Water Quality implements an effective waste discharge management program and subsequent TMDL, the Van Duzen watershed is in danger of significant and possibly irreparable damage.
