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What kinds of salmon are there?
There are 7 types of salmon. They are the Chinook (also known as King Salmon), the Coho (also known as silvers), the sockeye, the chum, the pink, the Atlantic salmon which is very durable and often used for salmon “farms”, and the Steelhead, the ocean migrating version of the rainbow trout. 
How big was the largest salmon caught?

The Chinook salmon are the biggest. The largest Chinook salmon ever caught weighed 126 pounds found near Petersburg, Alaska in 1949.

What is the biggest salmon ever found?

This particular Chinook salmon was found by biologist Doug Killam in Battle Creek, near Anderson and is apparently the largest salmon in the world, weighing 85 pounds. I should say was the largest salmon in the world since Killam only found the carcass.  Take a look:Read more at http://www.odditycentral.com/pics/worlds-biggest-salmon.html#PthE4IKC1cwj0gpO.99
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What type of fish are the biggest?

The whale shark is the biggest fish. It can measure over 60 feet and weigh over 34 tons about 75,000 pounds.
What is the fastest fish in the river and in the ocean?

The fastest ocean fish is the sailfish which travels about 70 miles per hour. The other fastest ocean fish are the marlin, the wahoo, the tunny, the bluefish tuna, the great blue shark, the bonefish, the swordfish, the four winged flying fish and the tarpon. 

The fastest river fish is the rainbow trout. When the first run of salmon come into our Van Duzen River, they quickly makes their way to Goat Rock in Bridgeville, with another group heading up Yager Creek.  Salmon can move as quickly as 26 miles per hour. 

What is the fastest animal on the Earth?
Able to dive at almost 200 miles per hour, the peregrine falcon is not only the fastest flying bird in the world, but the fastest animal on earth. Although several subspecies including the Arctic peregrine falcon and the American peregrine falcon were once considered endangered, they have made a successful recovery and are no longer listed on the endangered species list. The peregrine falcon can be found on every continent except Antarctica.

Let’s look at animals running. The top speed man has run is about 25 miles per hour; the fastest dog, the greyhound, reaches a speed of 40 miles per hour; racehorses have been timed at 50 miles per hour; and antelopes can go close to 60 miles per hour.But none of them can come close to the world’s fastest runner, the cheetah. No animal on earth can outrun the cheetah’s 70-mile per hour speed.

Where is the deepest spot in the ocean and how deep is it?

The deepest spot in the ocean is the Mariana Trench in the Pacific Ocean.  It is 35,827 feet deep. 




Are salmon coldblooded?

Salmon, like all fish, are considered cold blooded, as their body temperature varies with the environment. This means that when they are in cold water, their body temperature is cold too, whereas when they are in warm water, their body temperatures rise to match. Salmonids like temperatures which are colder between 48-55 degrees. Salmonids can tolerate warmer temperatures but all salmonids get stressed with temperatures in the higher 60’s, with 62 degrees being lethal for coho. In the Friends of the Van Duzen study, large sections of  the mainstem of the Van Duzen was now lethal to coho. Coho are nearly extinct in the Van Duzen but are still in the Yager Creek system.   
Why do salmon die after they spawn?

Salmon die after they spawn to complete their life cycle, to replenish the river with nutrients, and to provide food for eagles, otters, and other creatures of the planet. Remember the design of the universe and ecosystem with life being formed, and life decomposing. 

Salmon die after spawning because they exhaust all their energy and do not eat while swimming upstream. The female uses her tail to make the red for her eggs. Often we see her tail turn white. The males go through changes that enlarge their mouth and teeth which allows them to fight for their mate. This insures the right to mate and the the survival of the fittest. The flight and fight prove exhausting. 

The dead bodies of the parents nourish the water that the eggs are laid in, creates a food source, and creates the proper environment for the eggs to be nourished and increases the chances of the eggs being left alone by predators. 













How fast does the river run regularly?

The flow of the river is always changing depending on rainfall. River flow is measured in units known as cfs or cubic feet per second. There is a monitoring station for flows at Rainbow Bridge for the Van Duzen. They measure the height of the river and the flow in kcfs or thousand cubic feet per second. Check them out at http://northcoastweather.com/river_data/van_duzen_river_level.htm.  

Our river can run as little as 100 cfs to 25,000 cfs during a flood.  In our water monitoring project, we would measure ten feet sections of the river, throw an orange peel, and count how long it took to cover the distance, thus getting a calculation for cubic feet per second.
How do fish see under water better than humans?

Their lenses are adapted to the lesser difference of refractive index between their lens and the surrounding water. Therefore they can see sharper in the water than land animals, which have lenses that are adapted to a dryer lifestyle. 

Have you ever seen a fish with your own eyes jump out of the water and do a flip?

Yes, the salmon jumps out of the river, and turns. It is a sight to behold!


   

 

 


How do fish mate?

It depends on the fish. All fish produce eggs, but sometimes the eggs develop inside the mother, and sometimes they develop outside of her. The male fertilizes the eggs.

Read more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_do_fishes_mate#ixzz1Bply2vls
Do you ever take the baby fish out of the mother fish?

All fish produce eggs, but sometimes the eggs develop inside the mother, and sometimes they develop outside of her. When the grow inside of her, she then gives birth to live young when they hatch three to six weeks later.
Why are there not so many salmon anymore in the Van Duzen River?

There are several reasons that there are not as many fish. Some of these include the big flood of 1964 which brought loads of fine sediment into the river. Continued deposits of sediment since then have filled in the deep holes that salmon like.  This causes the river to become shallower. We are also having less rain than before. During summers the temperature in the river gets too high for the salmonids. Instead many pike minnow grow in our rivers that eat the little salmonid. Plus, when the river turns brown for many days at a time, the salmonid is unable to see its food. This and loss of its habitat are leading factors for the decline of salmon.Some of our creeks may have lost the native stock of Chinook, and the coho is now near extinct in the Van Duzen but appears in the Yager system. For the last several decades less than 500 chinook per year have been counted by the California Dept.of Fish and Game.  Recently there have been limitations on fisherman catching fish in the ocean. For the last several years, more salmon have returned to the streams. 2010 and 2011 were good years for salmon! 2012 is predicted to be an incredible year for salmon on the North Coast in the Van Duzen, the Eel, the Trinity, and the Klamath Rivers. 
Why are salmon the color they are?
One reason is their diet of krill and shrimp. They also eat planktonic diatoms, copepods, kelps, seaweeds, jellyfish, and starfish. All salmonid species feed on insects, amphipods, and other crustaceans while young, and primarily on other fish when older.Yum! Salmon colors range from pale pinkish orange to light pink colors. Salmon color varies from almost white to deep red, depending on their levels of the carotenoid astaxanthin from their food. Farmed salmon receive pellets of carotenoid to make them pinker. 
Salmonids grow from the fry stage, and move toward the smolt stage. As they move from the river to the ocean, they lose some of their spots or parr marks, and turn more silver. This color change helps the young salmon to hide as they move through the water. 
How do salmon get up the shallow rivers when they are so big?
Salmon can make amazing journeys, sometimes moving hundreds of miles upstream against strong currents and rapids to reproduce. Chinook and sockeye salmon from central Idaho, for example, travel over 900 miles (1,400 km) and climb nearly 7,000 feet (2,100 m) from the Pacific ocean as they return to spawn.  Salmon are strong and determined.There has to be enough water in the river, and they are capable of jumping. Dams will stop their journey, culverts create problems, and fish ladders made by humans help them to get home. Until the 1st rains, parts of the Van Duzen River seen from the Highway 101 bridge are dry. The California Department of Fish and Game puts up a temporary gate at the mouth of the Van Duzen by the gravel company, until there is enough water in the Van Duzen to insure the safe travel of the salmon.  
Why are there fish?

Fish add to the diversity of the planet. Since the Earth is a water planet, the oceans and rivers provide a good medium to live and grow. 

How many fish are there? 

There are too many to count.

Why is it you like fish?

I like fish because I like rivers, and having fish in the rivers is a great sign that our ecosystem is alive! I find the life cycle and behavior of salmon to be so mysterious and unusual. When I see a salmon in the Van Duzen, I know that the river is alive and that I am alive. Plus I love to eat them!!!

Why do fish have scales?

The primary purpose of scales is to give the fish external protection, and also make it more comfortable for the fish to move from side to side. You think of scales like a fish’s armor. Many times the scales are hard, sturdy, and slippery. It makes it difficult for predators to snatch a fish that is swimming nearby. It also means that a fish is likely to stay safe if it gets poked with something that is sharp like coral. 
Why do they come up river from the ocean?

Salmon go to the ocean to feed and grow. When they are ready, they return to the place of their birth. Scientists believe that salmon have a great sense of smell for their natal stream, the stream of their birth. Some studies indicate that the distinctive smell of the natal stream is imprinted as fry emerge from eggs, and that adults follow their noses home. They stop eating, and their instinctual drive to return to their birthplace takes over. Their systems change from a salt water environment and back to a fresh water environment. This is quite unusual. 
Why do they come upstream to spawn from the ocean?

Salmon do this because it is their nature. They are considered anadromous and are capable of living in fresh water and salt water. This is most unusual and mysterious. An anadromous fish, born in fresh water, spends most of its life in the sea and returns to fresh water to spawn. Some studies indicate that the brain of the salmon is sensitive to the earth’s magnetic field, and that this may be a factor in the homing instinct. Salmon, smelt, shad, striped bass, steelhead, and sturgeon are all anadromous. 
Will every person in this class become a scientist?

Hopefully, many of you will become scientists and learn to improve our environment and work for our planet. Not everyone will become a scientist. Some people are talented in other ways like writing, or drawing, or building. 

Why do fish have gills?

 Gills are the respiratory organs of fish. All animals breathe oxygen--even fish, who never leave the water. They don't rely on lungs to breathe like the land animals; instead, they breathe through their gills.

How many gills are there most of the time?
Fish have two gills. One gill is on each side of a fish's head. Each gill is formed by narrow openings that look like vents, covered by a thin bony structure called the operculum.  

Blood flows through many tiny capillaries found in each gill. First, a fish swallows water through its mouth. Then the water flows over the gills. The gills extract oxygen from the water which passes back out of the fish beneath the operculum that covers the gills. The oxygen is absorbed through the capillaries into the blood stream of the fish. 

Fish that are very active and which swim fast and far have larger gills than do fish which graze and feed on the bottom of the lakes, streams or oceans. This is because active fish require more oxygen. 
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What does a fish have in its body?
This is called the anatomy of the fish. Inside each salmon are a spinal cord, two bladders, a kidney, a heart, a liver, a stomach, a spleen, intestines, and even a brain.
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How did you become interested in fish?

I became most interested in fish when I saw about 40 huge salmon mating and spawning at Hely Creek in the early 1990’s. We brought our kids, invited our friends and had a great time. Plus I love to eat salmon. It is my favorite food. 

Why do swordfish need the sword?

The swordfish’s nose is really part of his jaw. It is shaped like a big, flat sword with two sharp edges. The swordfish uses it like a sword. Swordfish like to eat fish, its sharp sword helps it get its meal. 
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For more information regarding these pictures go to 


http://scienceblogs.com/zooillogix/2008/11/monstrous_chinook_salmon_found.php
